numerous captives taken to Rome. From Rome, again, it was carried by the constant communication going on between it and all parts of the empire, including France, Germany, and Spain,1 up to the time of the fall. In the fifth and sixth centuries the disease would be still further spread by the conquests of Alaric and others, and the return of their armies with captives to their native places.
We are informed that leprosy was first carried into Spain by the Roman troops soon after its outbreak in Italy,2 and that it was common there in the tenth century. This, I In Sweden, where the food of the people is now abundant but coarse, and milk, butter, and cheese plentifully used, as I have myself observed, and where meat is more common than among the peasantry of other countries, though unfortunately it is chiefly used salted,5 there being an aversion to fresh meat, the disease has died out during this century.
In both these countries the food has somewhat improved of late. We will now follow the disease to the Western Hemisphere, its introduction among the indigenous tribes of which is one of the strongest proofs of its communicability.
(To he continued.)
